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English Summary

Who devastated the Greco-Bactrian city of Al Khanum ?
A proposal based on Chinese historical sources
by Nakao Odani

According to the latest reports from the excavations at Ai Khanum, the French archaeologi-
cal mission has revised the date of the devastation of the city from ca.l00 B.C. to ca.l45
B.C., based on new evidence from the inscriptions found in the treasury. This seems to be
more probable considering the Chinese sources.

So far the Sai in the Han-shu passages have been thought to be Scythians or Sacae who,
according to Strabo and Trogus, came from the other side of the Syr-Darya and conquered
Bactria from the Greeks. However, 1 doubt that the Sai really existed. The Sai might be a
fictional people whom the editor of the Han-shu misguidedly inserted into the parallel pas-
sages of the original shi-ji, interpreting them in connection with the Buddhist Sakyas. Thus,
I believe that the Scythians or Sacae should not be identified with the Saiz, but with the Da
Yue-zhi, who overcame Da-xia (Bactria) after being driven westward by the Xiong-nu in
ca.170 B.C.

The question is then, who were the so-called Indo-Scythians or Indo-Sakas in Gandhara.
The story of the exile of the Sai king in the Han-shu resembles the Buddhist legend in which
the Sakyas in Kapilavastu were attacked and massacred by Virudhaka, king of Kosala, in
the lifetime of the Buddha. Some of the Sakyas escaped the massacre and fled to other coun-
tries. The Chinese pilgrim Xuan Zhang was also told a similar Sakya legend, while he
stayed at Swat (Uddiyana). He was told that the founder of the royal lines of Uddiyana
was a Sakya who had escaped the massacre and come to Uddiyana to be king. His son
Uttarasena (Shang-jun) had the Buddha’s relics distributed because of his father’'s relation
ship with the Sakyas. Uttarasena constructed a stupa at Uddiyana and deposited the Buddha’s
relics inside.

Recently, an interesting Kharosthi inscription has been found. The principal matter of the
inscription is the dedication and re-dedication of the Buddha’s relics. Senavarma, a ruler of
Odi (Uddiyana), recorded his reconstruction of an old stupa, possibly the Uttarasena’s stupa
at Odi. In the inscription, Senavarma named his living and deceased relatives as contributors
to the stupa. Uttarasena is mentioned among them. The inscription also tells us that
Senavarma’'s contemporary Kushan ruler was Kujula Kadphises, who ruled in the first cen-
tury A.D.

Thus, the Sakya legend of the royal Uddiyana might be traced back to the time of this in-
scription. The so called Indo-Scythians might be natives from the North-West Frontier of
India, who spoke in Gandhari and wrote in Kharosthi. They were mostly Buddhists, follow-
ers of the Sakyamuni’s teaching, and they might have called themselves, or were called, de-

scendants of the Sakyas. Their ancestors were not the Scythians (Sakas) from Central Asia.



